Year F Reading Recommendations

Reading for pleasure is incredibly important at all ages, but especially significant as your child
joins secondary school. Studies show that when a child reads, not only do they get enjoyment
from this, but there are also educational, personal, social and emotional benefits. In addition,
reading and being literate allow children to engage with other subjects in the curriculum which

is very important as they start their secondary school journey.

As English teachers, we are always encouraging students to read widely. However, we also
need this support from home and would love to hear about students reading regularly outside
of school. Children can read individually, with family members or they can even be read aloud
to — it all counts! And reading doesn’t just mean long novels; online books, magazines, comics,
and newspapers are all valid forms of reading. If you can encourage your child to set aside

around thirty minutes every day for dedicated reading time, it will make all the difference.

This recommended reading list covers a wide range of genres and topics so there should be
something for everyone!



Fantasy

In the valley of Fruitless Mountain, a young girl named Minli
spends her days working hard in the fields and her nights
listening to her father spin fantastic tales about the Jade

Dragon and the Old Man of the Moon. Minli's mother, tired

of their poor life, chides him for filling her head with
nonsense. But Minli believes these enchanting stories and
embarks on an extraordinary journey to find the Old Man of
the Moon and ask him how her family can change their
fortune. She encounters an assorted cast of characters and
magical creatures along the way, including a dragon who
accompanies her on her quest.

WHERE THE MOUNTAIN
MEETS THE MOON

Alice Alexis Queensmeadow 12 rates three things most
important: Mother, who wouldn’t miss her; magic and
color, which seem to elude her; and Father, who always
loved her. Father disappeared from Ferenwood with only a
ruler, almost three years ago. But she will have to travel
through the mythical, dangerous land of Furthermore,
where down can be up, paper is alive, and left can be both
right and very, very wrong. Her only companion is Oliver
whose own magic is based in lies and deceit. Alice must first
find herself—and hold fast to the magic of love in the face
of loss.

Every year, the people of the Protectorate leave a baby as an offering to
the witch who lives in the forest. They hope this sacrifice will keep her
from terrorizing their town. But the witch in the forest, Xan, is kind and
gentle. She shares her home with a wise Swamp Monster named Glerk
and a Perfectly Tiny Dragon, Fyrian. Xan rescues the abandoned children
and deliver them to welcoming families on the other side of the forest,
nourishing the babies with starlight on the journey.

One year, Xan accidentally feeds a baby moonlight instead of starlight,
filling the ordinary child with extraordinary magic. Xan decides she must
raise this enmagicked girl, whom she calls Luna, as her own. To keep
young Luna safe from her own unwieldy power, Xan locks her magic deep
inside her. When Luna approaches her thirteenth birthday, her magic
begins to emerge on schedule--but Xan is far away. Meanwhile, a young
man from the Protectorate is determined to free his people by killing the
witch. Soon, it is up to Luna to protect those who have protected her--
even if it means the end of the loving, safe world she’s always known.
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Do you believe in magic?
Micah Tuttle does.

Even though his awful Great-Aunt Gertrudis doesn’t
approve, Micah believes in the stories his dying Grandpa
Ephraim tells him of the magical Circus Mirandus: the
invisible tiger guarding the gates, the beautiful flying
birdwoman, and the magician more powerful than any
other—the Man Who Bends Light. Finally, Grandpa Ephraim
offers proof. The Circus is real. And the Lightbender owes
Ephraim a miracle. With his friend Jenny Mendoza in tow,
Micah sets out to find the Circus and the man he believes
will save his grandfather.

The only problem is, the Lightbender doesn't want to keep
his promise. And now it's up to Micah to get the miracle he
came for.

Twelve-year-old Sophie Foster has a secret. She’s a Telepath—
someone who hears the thoughts of everyone around her. It’s a
talent she’s never known how to explain.

Everything changes the day she meets Fitz, a mysterious boy who
appears out of nowhere and also reads minds. She discovers
there’s a place she does belong, and that staying with her family
will place her in grave danger. In the blink of an eye, Sophie is
forced to leave behind everything and start a new life in a place
that is vastly different from anything she has ever known.
Sophie has new rules to learn and new skills to master, and not
everyone is thrilled that she has come “home.”

There are secrets buried deep in Sophie’s memory—secrets about
who she really is and why she was hidden among humans—that
other people desperately want. Would even kill for.




Realistic Fiction

October and her dad live in the woods. They sleep in the house Dad
built for them and eat the food they grow in the vegetable patches.
They know the trees and the rocks and the lake and stars like best
friends. They read the books they buy in town again and again until the
pages are soft and yellow - until next year's town visit. They live in the
woods and they are wild. And that's the way it is.
Until the year October turns eleven. That's the year October rescues a
baby owl. It's the year Dad falls out of the biggest tree in their woods.
The year the woman who calls herself October's mother comes back.
The year everything changes.

Written in Katya Balen's heart-stoppingly beautiful style, this book is a
feast for the senses, filled with the woodsmoke smell of crisp autumn
mornings and the sound of wellies squelching in river mud. And, as
October fights to find the space to be wild in the whirling chaos of the
world beyond the woods, it is also a feast for the soul.

Twelve-year-old Clara lives on an island that visitors call exotic. But
there's nothing exotic about it to Clara. She loves eating ripe mangos
off the ground, running outside in the rain with her Papa during rainy

season, and going to her secret hideout with Gaynah--even though

lately she's not acting like a best friend.

The only thing out of the ordinary for Clara is that something happened
to her memory that made her forget everything that happened last
summer after a hurricane hit. Sometimes things come back to her in
drips like a tap that hasn't been turned off properly. Other times her
Mama fills in the blanks...only she knows those aren't her memories

and it is hard feeling like she is not like everybody else.

But this summer is going to be different for Clara. Everyone is buzzing
with excitement over a new girl in the village who is not like other
visitors. She is about to make big waves on the island--and give Clara a
summer she won't forget.
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There used to be an empty chair at the back of my class, but now a new
boy called Ahmet is sitting in it.

He's eight years old (just like me), but he's very strange. He never talks
and never smiles and doesn't like sweets - not even lemon sherbets,
which are my favourite!

But the truth is, Ahmet really isn't very strange at all. He's a refugee
who's run away from a War. A real one. With bombs and fires and
bullies that hurt people. And the more | find out about him, the more |
want to be his friend.

That's where my best friends Josie, Michael and Tom come in. Because
you see, together we've come up with a plan.

Ahmed Aziz is having an epic year—epically bad. His family moved from
Hawaii to Minnesota because his dad got sick, and even though
Minnesota is where his dad grew up, Ahmed can’t imagine a worse
place to live—not that anyone asked him.

Being the new kid is tough, especially because Ahmed is the only
brown-skinned student in a sea of white. But over the course of the
school year, Ahmed—who never lives up to his potential—surprises
himself by actually reading the three assigned books for his English
class: Holes, Bridge to Terabithia, and From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs.
Basil E. Frankweiler. Even more surprising, he doesn’t hate the books.
At the same time, Ahmed is learning about the uncle he never knew—
his dad’s brother, who died young, and who Ahmed takes after.
Investigating his family history offers Ahmed comfort as his dad’s
health hangs in the balance. Could Ahmed be warming to Minnesota?

Life is quiet and ordinary in Amal’s Pakistani village, but she had no
complaints, and besides, she’s busy pursuing her dream of becoming a
teacher one day. Her dreams are temporarily dashed when—as the eldest
daughter—she must stay home from school to take care of her siblings. Amal
is upset, but she doesn’t lose hope and finds ways to continue learning. Then
the unimaginable happens—after an accidental run-in with the son of her
village’s corrupt landlord, Amal must work as his family’s servant to pay off
her own family’s debt.

Life at the opulent Khan estate is full of heartbreak and struggle for Amal—
especially when she inadvertently makes an enemy of a girl named Nabila.
Most troubling, though, is Amal’s growing awareness of the Khans’ nefarious
dealings. When it becomes clear just how far they will go to protect their
interests, Amal realizes she will have to find a way to work with others if they
are ever to exact change in a cruel status quo, and if Amal is ever to achieve
her dreams.




Adventure Stories
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.. CHRISTINA SOONTORNVAT" A high-seas adventure set in a Thai-inspired fantasy world.

As assistant to Mangkon’s most celebrated mapmaker, twelve-year-
old Sai plays the part of a well-bred young lady with a glittering
future. In reality, her father is a conman—and in a kingdom where
the status of one’s ancestors dictates their social position, the truth
could ruin her. Sai seizes the chance to join an expedition to chart
the southern seas, but she isn’t the only one aboard with secrets.
When Sai learns that the ship might be heading for the fabled
Sunderlands—a land of dragons, dangers, and riches beyond
imagining—she must weigh the cost of her dreams.

The City is the only home that Ellie has ever known. She's
always been told that there is nothing to see beyond the
shores of her small, salty island.

That is, until a mysterious boy washes in with the tide,
trapped inside the belly of a whale.

The citizens of the City believe he's ruled by the Enemy--the
legendary god who drowned the whole world--come again to
cause untold chaos. Only Ellie believes that the boy is
innocent.

To save him, Ellie must prove that he's not who they think he
is--even if that means revealing her own dangerous secret.

There are no polar bears left on Bear Island. At least, that’s what
April’s father tells her when his scientific research takes them to a
faraway Arctic outpost.

But one night, April catches a glimpse of something distinctly bear
shaped loping across the horizon. A polar bear who shouldn’t be
there—who is hungry, lonely and a long way from home.

Fusing environmental awareness with a touching story of
kindness, The Last Bear will include full-page black-and-white
illustrations as well as a note from the author with facts about the
real Bear Island and the plight of the polar bears.

HANNAR-GOLD
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Can a robot survive in the wilderness?

When robot Roz opens her eyes for the first time, she discovers that
she is all alone on a remote, wild island. She has no idea how she got
there or what her purpose is--but she knows she needs to survive.
After battling a violent storm and escaping a vicious bear attack, she
realizes that her only hope for survival is to adapt to her surroundings
and learn from the island's unwelcoming animal inhabitants.

As Roz slowly befriends the animals, the island starts to feel like
home--until, one day, the robot's mysterious past comes back to
haunt her.

From bestselling and award-winning author and illustrator Peter
Brown comes a heart-warming and action-packed novel about what
happens when nature and technology collide.

Chaya, a nobleman’s rebellious, outspoken, no-nonsense daughter,
just can’t resist the shiny temptations the king’s palace has to offer.
But playing Robin Hood for her impoverished community doesn’t
come without risks, and when Chaya steals the queen’s jewels from a
bedside table—a messy getaway jeopardizes the life of a close friend.
After an equally haphazard prison break, Chaya barely escapes on the
king’s prized elephant! With leeches and revolution lurking in the
jungle, Chaya leads her companions on a thrilling adventure. After
leaving her village as a thief, can she return as a hero? Or will Chaya’s
sticky fingers be the beginning—or the end—of everything for the
intrepid gang?
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Mystery/Thriller

Murder comes to Hanbridge High, and three Year Seven misfits want
to solve the crime:
New boy Jonno hopes playing detective will convince his parents that
moving to Hanbridge was a big mistake.
School reporter Lydia thinks her news story will sweep everything else
off the front page.
And young carer Daniel needs the police to arrest the right culprit -
for his mum's sake.
They may not be friends, but they're about to become. . .The
Detention Detectives.

This is the story of how | became my sister...

A spine-tingling mystery set in a creepily atmospheric boarding school.
Ivy must uncover the secrets behind her twin sister Scarlet’s
disappearance before it’s too late.

When troublesome Scarlet mysteriously disappears from Rookwood
School, terrifying Miss Fox invites her quiet twin sister Ivy to ‘take her
place’.

Ivy reluctantly agrees in the hopes of finding out what happened to her
missing sister. For only at Rookwood will lvy be able to unlock the
secrets of Scarlet’s disappearance, through a scattered trail of diary
pages carefully hidden all over the school.

Can lvy solve the mystery before Miss Fox suspects? Or before an even
greater danger presents itself?

Shortly after a fall-out with her best friend, sixth
grader Miranda starts receiving mysterious notes, and
she doesn’t know what to do. The notes tell her that
she must write a letter—a true story, and that she
can’t share her mission with anyone.

It would be easy to ignore the strange messages,
except that whoever is leaving them has an uncanny
ability to predict the future. If that is the case, then
Miranda has a big problem—because the notes tell
her that someone is going to die, and she might be
too late to stop it.
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A bizarre chain of events begins when sixteen unlikely
people gather for the reading of Samuel W. Westing's
will. And though no one knows why the eccentric,
game-loving millionaire has chosen a virtual
stranger—and a possible murderer—to inherit his
vast fortune, one thing's for sure: Sam Westing may
be dead ... but that won't stop him from playing one
last game!

When twelve-year-old Ami arrives at The Escape, she thinks it’s just a

game — the ultimate escape room with puzzles and challenges to beat

before time runs out. Meeting her teammates, Adjoa, Ibrahim, Oscar

and Min, Ami learns from the Host that they have been chosen to save

the world and they must work together to find the Answer. But as he

locks them inside the first room, they quickly realise this is no ordinary
game.

From a cavernous library of dust to an ancient Mayan tomb, a
deserted shopping mall stalked by extinct animals to the command
module of a spaceship heading to Mars, the perils of The Escape seem
endless. Can Ami and her friends find the Answer before it’s too late?
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Historical

Every time a lad came fowling on the St Kilda stacs, he went
home less of a boy and more of a man. If he went home at all,
that is...

In the summer of 1727, a group of men and boys are put
ashore on a remote sea stac to harvest birds for food. No one
returns to collect them. Why? Surely nothing but the end of
the world can explain why they have been abandoned to
endure storms, starvation and terror. And how can they
survive, housed in stone and imprisoned on every side by the

ocean?

Under the cover of night, twelve-year-old Homer flees Southerland
Plantation with his little sister Ada, unwillingly leaving their
beloved mother behind. Much as he adores her and fears for her
life, Homer knows there’s no turning back, not with the overseer
on their trail. Through tangled vines, secret doorways, and over a
sky bridge, the two find a secret community
called Freewater, deep in the swamp.

In this society created by formerly enslaved people and some
freeborn children, Homer finds new friends, almost forgetting
where he came from. But when he learns of a threat that could
destroy Freewater, he crafts a plan to find his mother and help his
new home.

It's 1947, and India, newly independent of British rule, has been
separated into two countries: Pakistan and India. The divide has
created much tension between Hindus and Muslims, and hundreds of
thousands are killed crossing borders.

Half-Muslim, half-Hindu twelve-year-old Nisha doesn't know where she
belongs, or what her country is anymore. When Papa decides it's too
dangerous to stay in what is now Pakistan, Nisha and her family
become refugees and embark first by train but later on foot to reach
her new home. The journey is long, difficult, and dangerous, and after
losing her mother as a baby, Nisha can't imagine losing her homeland,
too. But even if her country has been ripped apart, Nisha still believes

in the possibility of putting herself back together.
Told through Nisha's letters to her mother, The Night Diary is a
heartfelt story of one girl's search for home, for her own identity...and
for a hopeful future.
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Coram Boy is the story of Toby, saved from an African ship as
a child, and Aaron, the illegitimate son of the heir to a great
estate. The two boys' lives are linked by the Coram Man, a
shady figure who collects abandoned and unwanted children
from across the country, supposedly to deliver them to a safe
new life at the Coram Hospital in London. In reality, however,
the unscrupulous man sells the unfortunate children into
slavery, or 'disposes' of them if they are of no use to him.
Soon, Toby and Aaron find themselves bound together in an
epic journey, fraught with danger and excitement.

Twelve-year-old Omar and his brothers and sisters were born and
raised in the beautiful and bustling city of Bosra, Syria. Omar
doesn't care about politics - all he wants is to grow up to become
a successful businessman who will take the world by storm. But
when his clever older brother, Musa, gets mixed up with some
young political activists, everything changes.

Before long, bombs are falling, people are dying, and Omar and
his family have no choice but to flee their home with only what
they can carry. Yet no matter how far they run, the shadow of war
follows them - until they have no other choice than to attempt the
dangerous journey to escape their homeland altogether. But
where do you go when you can't go home?

*Plot summaries from Goodreads and Amazon




